Ait 


Proud to Be an American Girl!” 


Berry Cool 
Sip and slurp sweet 
strawberry treats. 


Me in the Middle 
Read the winner of 
our story contest! 


34 


es) Look for fun facts sprinkled throughout the magazine! 


About the Cover 

Meet Angeline A., age 9, 
and Jessica T., age 11. They 
spent a sunny day splashing 
in the surf and trying on 
sporty swimsuits at our 
cover photo shoot. To see 
more pictures—and more 
suits!—turn to “Behind the 
Scenes” on page 49. 
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Letter from Us 
ey TO 


EMO) 


You've really outdone yourselves this time! We had a hunch 


our contest to be on the cover of American Girl would be a 

hit, but we had no idea just how many of you would ene 

ware than 6 @ of you did, making it our most popular 
Ca 


contest EVER! 

To give you an idea how much mail 
that is, here’s a photo of some of the 
entries we received in just one day. 
See for yourself! 

You sent collages, poetry, CDs, 
s, videos, essays, posters, 
iO photos, and more. Some entries were a 
and others were heartwarming. Some showe 
By your talents, and some were thought provoking. 
Some even made us cry. We loved all the amazing ways - 
showed us how you represent the spirit of American ie 
Thank you for making this contest such success! ‘ 
We hope you enjoyed working on your projects as muc VY 


as we enjoyed seeing them. 


Your friends at American Girl 


Official Rules 


1. Drawing not open to employees of 
Pleasant Company and its affiliates. 


Reader Surprise 
On page 17, you’ll read about our newest 
Reader Surprise contest! It’s easy to 

m enter—just send a postcard by August 15 
with your first and last name, address, 


2. Only one entry per family. 


3. To be valid, all entries must be 
and phone number to: 


Reader Surprise—J/A 
8400 Fairway Place 
Middleton, WI 53562 


4. All entries become the property 
of Pleasant Company and will not 
be returned. 


5. Void where prohibited by law. 
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received by mail by August 15, 2003. 
Entries may not be faxed or e-mailed. 
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Manatee photo courtesy of SeaWorid Orlando Illustrations: Debra Spina Dixon 


Buzzword 


American girls everywhere will be 
using this buzzword this season: 


kowtow 


How to Say it: kow-TOW (both 
syllables rhyme with “cow”") 


What it means: to show submission 
or a willingness to obey 


Where it comes from: the Mandarin 
Chinese term “kou tou,” for the 

act of touching the forehead to the 
ground as a sign of respect 


One way to use it: Ariel refused to 
kowtow to her brother’s demand 
that she hand over the TV remote. 


The buzzword is tucked somewhere 

into this issue of American Girl. Can 

you find it? Answer is on page 44. 
) bry 


nisExpess 
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Manatee Mission 


Stephanie C. will never forget bottle-feeding 
a baby manatee! 

Stephanie, 11, got interested in the gentle 
sea mammals when she read a newspaper 
story about an injured manatee. Concerned, 
Stephanie wrote to the SeaWorld veterinarian 
who was nursing the animal back to health. 
The vet, Dr, Scott Gearhart, wrote back. 
Soon the Texas girl and Dr. Gearhart were 
pen pals, and Stephanie had an idea for a 
fund-raising project. She started collecting 
donations and sold manatee pins and 
ornaments she makes herself. Stephanie has raised more than 
$800 so far for SeaWorld’s manatee program. “I just want to save 
manatees from extinction,” she says. 

Impressed with Stephanie’s hard work, Dr. Gearhart invited her 
to SeaWorld to spend time one-on-one with the animals she 
has helped. “For a long time 
I'd wanted to actually see a 
manatee and touch one,” 
Stephanie recalls, “and I did!” 


Stephanie 
feeds 3-month. 
old Skipper, 
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Spy Secret 


Actress Courtney Jines, 11, gives 


Kristin H. knows what “flower 


poweifle all abouf Theifllinols gir us the scoop on the new movie 
joined her school’s effort to tend Spy Kids 3-D; Game Over, 
a flower garden in a nearby public ; 

+f AG: What's it like to act in a 3-D flim? on their adventure inside the virtual 
park. Kristin wanted to make a Courtneyith three | ; , 
diidfence liviier town “ietead ; oy ney: e a ne in reality game. 
of just sitting around the house,” i © Camera, 90 It's hard'waen Yeu ‘\G: Are you a fan of computer games? 
she says. ave to look into the camera. You go Courtney: | love computers, and this 

oZe) a little cross-eyed! movie is making me get into video 
AG: The new movie takes place inside ames more. We play them all the time 

Kristin and her group, the Park a computer game. What's your part in on set! It might seem that boys like 
Partners, tidy up the park, check 


the movie and the game? video games more than girls, but that’s 


Courtney: | play a character called just a stereotype. | don’t think it’s true. 
Demetra, who's very mysterious, very 
secretive. You're not sure if she's bad 
or good. Demetra joins the Spy Kids 


for broken play equipment, spread 
garden mulch, and plant new flow- 
ers. Last fall, the group planted 
300 bulbs that later bloomed into 
a blanket of buds! 


4 
True Story 
Angie M. wasn’t horsing around when she 
started a business to earn money for her very own foal! 


Kristin says the best part of her | 
project is tackling the job with pear American Girl, business > I 
friends. “You get to talk to them gix years ago I ae 

while you do the work,” says the wanted to save enough ae! 
11-year-old. “The gardening goes I got the idea for oer — cor 
a lot faster!” oe together. I aske' a 

and i made, a vetlel” BOF, 

hard making and se 
 gaving ee the special nee 
Ask your local park or recreation pene tee fall of 1992, 1 ma 
office how you and your friends can care for a horse. That October, 


s 
; i aby palomino ju 
spruce up a park in your town. ; ranch, 1 Beoetes a bi ee a lonely: 


ds ok horses . 
You can shine, 


Ask parents to bring the tools and mom. She looke 


3 
: T tried to ge 
handle heavy jobs. as I reached out 5 a, 
Plan two- to three-hour workdays. = | we both knew we ae 


Two | 
Suggests Kristin, “That’s not too : i Today my. horse, Wyo 


: onsible, 
we're both op as 
a , re Gd un and be free and 
but we still like £O.35 


silly together! 


since ' 


age i, on Tt 


4 AMERICAN GIRL 


vo 


Spy Kids 3-D photo: Rico Torres, Miramax Stick horse photo: James H. Young The Cat in the Hat photo: Universal Studios 


CrrksE xpress by 7 


ae 


Add some patriotic pizzazz to your Independence Day! | | XY | 


Start your day with a red, 
white, and blue breakfast, Just 


Your answers: 


top waffles with raspberries, 
whipped cream, and blueberries, 


In our March/April 2003 issue, we 
asked whether you call carbonated 
drinks soda, pop, or Coke. Here’s | 
what you said: | 
| 


In general, girls in | 
the Northeast a 
and West sip soda, A 
Midwesterners | 
prefer pop, and 
Texans go for Coke. 


i) 


oh 


Have a July Fourth scavenger hunt! See how many of these 


things you can spot on the big day: N t sti 
ext question: 


someone 
dressed up as 
Uncle Sam 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| This November, the movie version 
Hy) of the classic kids’ book The Cat in 
REY NaF 4 | the Hat hits theaters nationwide. 
a bike decorated a Which of your favorite books would 
a flag big enough to \ with red, white, and | you most like to see made into a 
| 
| 
| 
i 


cover a car blue crepe paper movie? Why? 


a flag small someone 


ULM $n OL WOU} jIeEW foUe SAo/sue ANO 


enough to fit on riding 7 ) someone eating 
your thumbnail aunicycle & watermelon wy 


Treat your 
family to stars 
and stripes 
strawberries. 
Dip berries in 
whipped cream, 
then top with 
blue candy 
sprinkles. For 
more super 
strawberry NY 
recipes, check / 
out page 40. 


-}ep Upag pue Ssayppe wen 459] ue faif anoh 
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Timely Winners 


Readers came up with 3,755 witty watches! 
Here are some of our favorites. 


‘Star Light, > 
Star Bright 


The snail on this 
watch can go 
underwater! 


Vasia G: 


Age 9, New York 


This waterproof 
6 i's watch makes 
* bubbles! 


Mackenzie D. 


Age 12, Virginia 


2] Help Wanted! 


“© » Have you ever auditioned for the 


“lead in a play or tried to make the 
cut for the basketball squad? We’d 
= | love to hear your tryout story—and 


S~, last name, birthday, and address. 
= Use an extra sheet of paper if you 
+ | need more room to tell your story. 
S 


Hang around 
EF} with this watch 
and you'll never 


forget the time. 


Brianna 4% 


Age 12, Tennessee 


Ej The purr-fect watch 
for any cat lover! 


Acstoran K. 
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| » 
It’s time 
to cheer! 


7a 


This wateh Bg, 
F) comes with a j 7 
different face ‘> 


for each season, 


oo Spring Summer Fall 
Fanha, | 
Age 14, Massachusetts 


Time won't flutter 
=3)_ by you if you wear 
this watch. 


Age 11, California 


The watchband 
is made of mini 
photo frames. 


Yenclek 


Age 13, California 


JM Time crawls by! , « (2 ee “from ur fantasies ) 
| yo . Would 
Ariel N SS Sao hang out in a basement bowling 
Age 11, Texas \O Et "alley? Jump on a trampoline bed? 
Wes | Or taste treats froma builtin 
- Slurpee machine? Draw your 


r a 2 _ dream house and fil the rooms 
Listen to music with : with your wildest ideas. Send _ 


this mini CD watch. — . : "your di rawi long with your 
Rose - so! || Jew first and last name, ‘address, and 
Age 11, California : i 
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Heart to Heart Ny 
Fun for Free 


What are your favorite summer 
ideas for having a good time 
without spending much money? 


own Trading 
Spaces episode? My friend 
took over my bedroom while 
I took over hers, and we both 


rearranged them to please our 


own tastes. It ended up work- 
ing out great! I was so excited 
to find out how she arranged 

my room with my accessories 
in different places. We agreed 


that it was a fun day. 


ile, A. 


Age 13, Ohio 


One day I hada 
friend over. We 
were hot, so we 


hung a sprinkler in a tree and 
ran under- 
neath the 
spray. We 
loved it! 


Sam K. 


Age 9, North Dakota 
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What’s more fun 
than having your 


The most fun 
thing my family 
does on a sun 
mer day is an activity we cal! 
“getting lost.” We go for a 
drive in any direction without 
using a map. Sometimes we 
stop at parks or old buildings, 
and we’ve even gone to other 
states! We like it because we 
never know what we will find 
when we stop driving. 


Me ve, S. 


Age Wisconsin 


I think the most 
creative way to 
spend a summer 
afternoon is to read a book 
and then think of new endings 
or new characters to put in the 


_ story to change it. I did this 
_ with the book Ella Enchanted. 


It’s fun! 


Vor 72. 


Age 12, Pennsylvania 


When it’s really 
hot outside, it’s 


fun to have a 
Christmas in July party! Get 
your friends together and 
crank up the air conditioning. 
Have a Secret Santa gift 
exchange, watch Christmas 
movies, and drink icy 


cocoa shakes. 
You'll be 
cool in 

no time. 


Samantha K 


Age 12, Nebraska 


I like to dream up 
vacations in the 


summer. I look at 
books and think about what it 
would be like to see the Grand 
Canyon or take a tour around 
New York City. I keep my trip 
ideas in my journal. 


Marissa 777 


Age 11, Texas 


\llustrations: Laura Cornell 


I go to the beach 

with my family 

and awim. | find 
ahells with holes in them, 
colleet them, and make them 


into necklaces, 


Chélsoy fH 


Ade 10, New Jorsey 


My cousin and 
I were bored and 


didn’t have much 
money. We decided to go to a 
resale store. We had a contest 
to see who could try on the 


goofiest outfit. I won, and the 
outfit cost only $2.00! We had 
a blast. 


Age 12, France 


My friend and 

I are planning to 
make money by 

washing and decorating bikes, 


cars, and scooters. We'll also 
sell sodas in case people want 
a drink while they wait. We 
plan on keeping half a 
of the money \ 
and donating 
the other half é 4 
to charity. ( 


Chloe © 


Age 11, Colorado 


I would like to 
make an obstacle 


course for my 
dog, Grace. I would start with a 
running track. Then I’d make a 
tunnel for her and I’d put down 
baskets for her to jump over. 
ThenI would 4 

rewardher = ¢ 


with treats. 


a\ sae s 
Age 11 nshiigton 


Call your friends 
and invite them 


to a slumber 
party. Then organize a hilarious 
talent show for your parents to 
watch. You could have some- 
one juggling scrunchies while 
you sing doing a handstand. 
And don’t worry—your parents 
will love it, no matter what! 


Alison S. 


Age 9, Washington 


When it’s hot, my 
friends and I set 
up our own water 
park. We use a baby pool to dip 
our feet into, set up sprinklers 


to jump over, and hose down a 
plastic tarp to play on! 


My friends and 
I made a video. 
We had a pretend 


talk show and interviewed 
each other. We even had a fake 
music video at the end! It was 
a great way to spend a day. 


Emily O 


Age 13, Indiana 


Speak from 
Your Heart. 


Next subject: Getting organized. 


: How can you make your room: 
: less of a mess? What are your 


ae 


- best tidiness tips? Got a clever 


way to deal with clutter? How 


can you find the important things 
you need—fast? ee 


Send answers, first and last 
name, birth date, and photo to: . 


AmericanGirl 


8400 Fairway Place 
Middleton, WI 53562. 


Beams August 7, 2003. 


Are You an 


All-American Girl? 


by Brette Sember 


This Fourth of July, take this quiz and see how much 
you know about the good old U.S,A.! 


1. ts right before kickoff at your brother’s 2. Your mom won the sales award at work, ° 
football game. Everyone stands to sing and her company gave her and Dad a trip 
the national anthem. What song is it? to what is known as “The Youngest State.” 


Where are they going? (Hint: It was the last 


a. “America the Beautiful” 
b. “The Star-Spangled Banner” state to enter the Union.) 


c. “Take Me Out to the Ball Game” a. Alaska c. Puerto Rico 


b. Hawaii d. Florida 


d. “My Country ’Tis of “— 


=))) M1, 


—)  [eecast oY 3. Your mom adores Thai food and your 


Mc dad loves Italian. But you prefer American 
fare. Which of these American foods 

was not actuaily invented in America? 
(Hint: More than one answer is correct!) 
a. ice cream d. french fries 


b. hot dog e. pizza 


f. bagels 


c. apple pie 


4. Your birthday card from Grandma 
arrived, She always includes a crisp $10 bill. 
Whiose portrait are you expecting to find on 
the cash inside? 

a) Alexander Hamilton c. Ronald Reagan 


b, Thomas Jefferson d. George Washington 


5. During summer break, your family 
is driving to South Dakota to see Mount 
Rushmore. What famous face do you 
NOT expect to see carved in stone? 
a. George Washington 
b. John F. Kennedy 

c. Thomas Jefferson 


d. Theodore Roosevelt 


Illustrations: Lauren Scheuer 


6G. Your best friend lives in New York and you 
live in California. You have to tell her about what 
happened today, but you don’t want to call too 
late. When it’s 9 PM. in California, what time is 

it in New York? 


a. 9 P.M. What is this, a 
trick question? 


c. Midnight. You’d better 
wait until tomorrow to call. 


d. 11 p.m. It’s two hours 
later there... but that’s still 
too late to call. 


b. 6 p.m. She’s probably just 
sitting down to dinner. 


— 


Answers: 1. b, 2. b, 

3. None of them were 
actually invented in 
America (a. France, 

b. Germany, c. England, 
d. Belgium, e. Italy, 

f. Germany), 4. a, 5. b 
(Abraham Lincoln is the 
fourth face.), 6. c 


For more great 
quizzes, look for 
The Quiz Book 3, 
available in 

_ stores soon. x 
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by Naomi Serviss 


Night after night, Ivana gets to live out her fantasy 
when she performs as Young Nala in Broadway’s The Lion King. 


hat if you could conjure up a “Young Nala comes up with a plan to create 
magical world where you ride —_ an imaginary world, and the big ostrich is part 
on acrazy-colored, 15-foot- of that fantasy,” Ivana explains. In the scene, 
high ostrich and meet animal Young Nala and her best friend, Young Simba, 
friends created by your very the future Lion King, ride on the make-believe 


ostriches. They dream up a 
stage full of other weird and 
A funny-looking creatures to 
play with, and they delight 

in tormenting Zazu, a bird 
who’s supposed to be keeping 


own imagination? That’s just 
one of the many incredible 
adventures awaiting Ivana G., 
who plays Young Nala in the 
popular Broadway musical 
The Lion King. 

Ivana, age 11, auditioned for 
the role of Young Nala last 
year. She says it was a dream 


an eye on them. 

Even the audience gets 
in on the fun ofthis comical 
come true to be chosen to scene—at one point, four 


perform in one of her all-time actors inside towering giraffe 


Simba and 


favorite stories. “I was jumping efit costumes nod their loooong 
up and down on my bed when bs back to Zazu. necks right into the first row 
I found out I got the part! I of seats. And since some of 


was so excited,” Ivana recalls. “I was going to get —_ the houselights are turned on during the scene, 


to ride on the ostrich and be a baby elephant.” Ivana gets to look at people’s faces as they react 

to the shenanigans onstage. “We laugh when the : 
Keeping Her Cool giraffes’ heads go down,” she says with a smile, : 
The ostrich scene has quickly become one of “because it freaks out the little kids.” Sometimes P 
Ivana’s favorite moments in the whole show. it scares the adults, too! E 
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"y get nervous beeause the ostrich 
comes close to the edge of the 
stage, and 0 thinks might fall over” 
says Ivana. “But I keep smiling!” 


sa 


w@® |t took 37,000 hows to make. the puppets and asks far The Lion King! 


JuLy/Aucts# 2003, 43 |) 
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Ivana can never forget that in a live show, 
things don’t always go as planned. Once, “The 
ostrich neck fell in the middle of a scene,” she 
remembers. “I pushed it forward, and all of a 
sudden there was no neck!” 

How does a performer deal with such an 
unexpected catastrophe? Ivana never lost her 
cool. The audience probably didn’t even notice 
the floppy neck because every inch of the stage 
was filled with actors somersaulting, dancing, 
and clowning around in oversized, puppetlike 
costumes. The actor inside the ostrich costume 
beneath Ivana stopped for a second, but Ivana 
whispered, “Keep going!” The scene went on 
despite the limp ostrich neck, which was repaired 
in time for the next show. Meanwhile, Ivana just 
kept on smiling—a true performer, she stayed in 
character the whole time. 


AMERICAN GIRL 


Ivana says she and Leovina C.—who also plays Young Nala—love to talk about “clothes and hair and things we’ll do this summer.” 


It took years of hard work 
for Ivana to get the chance 
to appear in an award- 
winning Broadway show. 
She has always wanted to 
be a performer. “I’ve been 
dlancing since age three,” 
she says. Taking ballet, 
modern dance, jazz, pop, 


Ivana stretches to warm #0 hip-hop helped Ivana 


up for the show. earn her part and gave 
her the confidence she needs when dancing in 
The Lion King. 

Ivana and her mom moved to New York City 
temporarily so that Ivana ean appear in the 
show. It was hard for them to leave the rest of 
their family (Ivana has a brother and two sisters) 


A stylist tucks a microphone into two hair extensions pinned 
to Ivana’s hair and then shaped to look like lion ears. 


behind in Washington, D.C., but they knew their 
move would be a worthwhile sacrifice. Ivana 
keeps in touch with her friends and family by 
phone. Since Ivana is home-schooled, moving 
away hasn’t slowed down her studies. 

Ivana started perform- 
ing in The Lion King at 
the same time as three 
other young actors. 

) Broadway shows have 
strict rules about the 
amount of time kids 
are allowed to perform, 


so two Young Nalas 

and two Young Simbas 

switch off playing the 
Backstage, the kids play their F 
asllte: dette thelr awh parts. In fact, 34 different 
version of American Idol! gir Is and boys have 


played the roles since The Lion King opened on 
Broadway in 1997. 


A makeup artist hides Ivana’s microphone in the face paints 
that complete her lion look. 


All four young actors have to show up for 
every performance—even if they’re not 
scheduled to go on—just in case someone gets 
sick or hurt at the last minute. Hanging out 
backstage, the kids have become great friends. 
When they’re not performing, they keep busy 
(and quiet) watching videos, working puzzles, 
or playing computer games. 

After arriving at the theater 
and signing in, Ivana heads 
up to her dressing room on 
the fourth floor. The kids 
help each other put on their 
costumes. Hair and makeup 
experts assist all the actors 
as they prepare for the show. | 
With the finishing touches of L, 


Young Nala’s look—special 
“I come in and write hola, 


body and face paint—Ivana sion celuataaiy 


“gets into character.” name,” Ivana explains. 
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Ivana’s first scene 
comes right at the 
start of the show. 
She gets to appear 
inside a baby 
elephant costume 
during the opening 


song, “The Circle 


of Life,” as all the 
animals of the jungle walk down the aisles of the 
theater and onto the stage. Later, Ivana sings with 
Young Simba in “I Just Can’t Wait to Be King,” 
part of the scene with the imaginary ostriches, 
and also her favorite song in the show. All 
together, Ivana sings in five different numbers. 

As the show goes on, Young Simba is 
always trying to take Young Nala “somewhere 
cool,” says Ivana, “but it usually turns out to 
be somewhere stupid.” Or dangerous—like 
the elephant graveyard, a place that Lion King 
Simba has told Young Simba never to enter. 

The graveyard scene is a little frightening— 
Ivana sometimes hears children in the audience 
scream! But this scary scene shows just how 
courageous Young Simba and Young Nala are 
as they battle the evil laughing hyenas who try 
to eat them. 

Being in a Broadway musical is exhausting 
and fun, Ivana says. When she’s performing, 
Ivana always wants to make sure the audience 
has a good time. “People spend a lot of money 
to be entertained, and I have to show them it’s 
worth what they paid,” she explains. But when 
everyone comes out for the final curtain call, it’s 
the most wonderful feeling in the world. What’s 
Ivana thinking when she hears the applause and 
sees the audience rise to its feet? “The show’s 
over, and I wish I could do it again!” 


Proudly, Ivana takes a bow with the performer who plays 
grown-up Nala in the second part of the show. 


Check out page 2 
to find out how 
you can wina 
Lion King poster 
autographed by 
Ivana plus a copy 
of The Lion King: 
Original Broadway 
Cast Recording. 
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Say Aloha toa summer filled with 


Pineapple 
Pizzazz 


wi Try a super-refreshing 
treat! In a blender, 
combine 3 scoops pineapple 
sherbet, 2 cup canned crushed 
pineapple (with the juice), 

and a dash of lemon-lime 

soda. Ask an adult to blend 
well, and serve. 


1 | 


Sunset Glow 


Capture a tropical sunset! 
Remove labels from baby 
food jars. Cut colored tissue 
paper into small pieces. 
Apply a coat of Mod Podge 
to the jar with a sponge 
brush. Stick on the tissue 
paper pieces. Cover the 

jar with one more coat of Sea the Future 
mes Panes: = wide Hiaee Shell out silly fortunes to 
arton:Egnt tn'the.jat, and your friends. Write cute 


nese a candienyy iat. fortunes on slips of paper. 
with your family! 


enon € “Ws 4 


Roll them up and gently ae 
wi ore | 
tuck them into seashells. Yo"oy the Seash 


Tropical! 


and crafts with island flair! 


ym 


Who'll be left standing when beach and play a twist 
the music stops? Bring a on musical chairs—using 


games. 


This relay race is both fun 
and frantic! Split into two 
teams and get into two 
lines. Fill two separate 
buckets with “hula gear” 
such as sunglasses, beach 
hats, hula skirts, swimsuit 
tops, leis, and so on. (There 
can be duplicates of things 
to make the game more 
difficult.) On “go” one girl 
from each team runs to her 
bucket and dresses as fast 
as she can, putting 
everything on. Once she 

is dressed, she must yell 
“hula!” Then she takes off 
her hula gear, puts it back 
into the bucket, and runs 
to tag her teammate, who 
does the same thing. The 
team that finishes first wins. 


Sweet Salsa 


Dip chips into this yummy / 
dish. Pour a 16-ounce jar of 

salsa into a bowl. Add % cup — ™» 
drained crushed pineapple. 
Stir together and serve, 


Volcano Punch 


It’s lavalicious! Pour a 
splash of fruit punch into 
a glass. Add a scoop of 
sherbet. Then pour ginger 
ale over the sherbet and 
watch your treat bubble 
and ooze! 


Hula Pass 


Get your group through 
a hoop! Stand in a line 
and hold hands. Pass 
a Hula Hoop from one 
end of the line to the 
other—without letting 
go of hands. See how 
fast you can get the 
hoop from one end to 
the other. 


Pon ot ee 


i 


t 


Lei Around 


You can buy bags of leis for 
this game at a party store, 
Form teams of two, One 
girl on each team Is the lei 
tosser and the other girl is 


Island Jewels 


Make an ankle bracelet 
using turquoise beads, the 
color of the ocean! Cut a 
20-inch piece of elastic 
cord. String on blue-tiful 


i) he 9 9) 
{ 
\ 


A 


the catcher. Place a bucket 
of leis between each of the 
teams. The object is to toss 
as many leis as you can 
onto your partner’s head in 


beads until the bracelet is 
long enough to fit around 
your ankle. Tie a triple knot 
and cut off remaining cord. 


V"4oe 


30 seconds. However, your 
partner cannot move her 
feet or hands! Whichever 
team has the most leis at 
the end of the game wins. 


Tropical Toes 


Treat your toes. Paint 
toenails in fruity colors. 
Let dry. Press silly stickers 
onto your toenails. 


Monkey Tails 


Frozen banana treats make 
a great summer snack. 
Place a sheet of wax paper 
on a cookie sheet and set 
aside. Fill separate bowls 
with some of your favorite 
toppings, such as chocolate 
chips, raisins, or colored 
sprinkles. Peel bananas 

and cut them in half. Insert 
a lollipop stick into each cut 
end. Dip the bananas in 
chocolate pudding, then 
sprinkle on toppings. Place 
bananas on the cookie 
sheet. Freeze for 2 hours. 
Gently peel bananas from 
wax paper and serve. 
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Gigglin’s Island 


Ha-ha-have a laugh with this 
goofy game! Place a beach 
towel on the sand to make 
an “island.” One girl stands 
on the island while the other 
girls stand in a circle around 
her. As the island girl spins 
around slowly, the other girls 
try to make her laugh by 
doing something tropical, 


Crazy Coconut 


Here’s a game that requires 
quick thinking. Sit in a circle. 
One girl tosses a ball, the 
“coconut,” to another girl 
while saying a word such as 
“shell.” The girl catching 

the coconut must say a 
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such as hula dancing, 
making monkey sounds, or 
surfing the waves. As soon 
as the island girl starts to 
giggle, she’s off the island 
and trades places with 
whoever made her laugh, 
Continue until everyone is 
giggling so much that you 
need to stop playing! 


word that starts with the 
last letter of the previous 
word. For example, if “shell” 
were the first word, her word 
must start with the letter 
“I,” such as “lei.” The trick 
is that she has to say the 


word while catching the 
coconut. She then tosses 
the coconut to another girl 
using a different word. If you 
can’t think of a word, you’re 
out. Continue playing until 
one girl is the winner. 


Fruit Fluff 


Whip up a delicious dip that 
makes eating fruit fun. In a 
bowl, combine one 8-ounce 
package softened cream 
cheese and one 7-ounce jar 
marshmallow creme. Stir 
well. Put“a combination of 
your favorite fruits on plastic 
party skewers and dip in! 


\llustrations: Carol Yoshizumi 


Tygiikte, Twinkle 


Light u 


? 


lights (a 


Listen carefully! This 
game is just like Simon 
Says, only the monkey is 
the one doing the talking! 
Call out silly commands 
like, “Monkey says, ‘Do 
the Hula,’” or, “Monkey 
says, ‘Act like a parrot.’” 
If Monkey doesn’t “say” 
it, you’re out! Last one 
standing is the champ 
(or the chimp). 


a 
a \. 
& } Ye 


Part hair down the middle 

and braid each side. Wrap 

numerous hair elastics 

in various colors around ° 


the bottom of each braid. 
ss 


Braid small sections of 
hair around the hairline. 
Secure each braid with 
a hair elastic. Pull 
braids and loose hair 
back into a ponytail. 
Now grab a friend and 
head to the beach! < 
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se When Sea-Monkeus were first cold in 1960, they cost 49 cents. 


Do these products perform “as seen on TV,” 
or are the claims in their commercials too good to be true? 
Girl testers rate the products and share the results! 


Use the Hair Jewels flat iron to 
attach glitter tattoos to your hair, 


“T have curly hair, and 


it worked for me.”—Hannah 
“They’re cute! I’d wear them a 
anytime. I might get them for my friend’s 
birthday present.”—Jisu 


“One tattoo melted to the iron 
and didn’t stick to the hair.”—Kristy 


Rating: * >. § *« « Ww 


Fold It Right helps you fold shirts. 


“It would make doing 
laundry a lot easier.” —Michela 
“Tt folds shirts so neatly!”—Kristy 


“T don’t like how 
expensive this is. It’s only plastic.” 
—Annelies 


Rating: *« * * * 4° 


a -_— | HN 


——+r 
Monkey Business 
Add water, and Sea-Monkeys (a kind of tiny These Wisconsin girls put 
shrimp) come to life from a packet of powder. a ae 
Upside: “Sea-Monkeys would be kind of 


_ neat if you couldn’t have pets.”—Jisu 


Downside: “Llike seeing the big ones that 
| have grown, but I don’t like that you have 


seem = (0 Wail for them to grow.”—Annelies 
ia 
rating WH He Pe: i 
Sea-Monkeys Magic Castle by ExploraToy $10 a 


Michela K. age 10 


Favorite product: 


Breakfast Bonanza 


Perfect Pancake lets you flip the pan, not the cake. Hannah A. age 9 


Favorite product: 


Upside: “It was kind of fun to flip, and the pancake 


Downside: “You can make only 


one pancake at a time!”—/Jisu 


Rating: *« * * * KK 


i 


Ke voly my age 12 


Favorite product: 


Air Art 


Use your breath to create colorful Blopen art. 


Upside: “The look of the projects was beautiful! 


And it’s not too expensive.” —Annelies isu Y’ age aa 


Favorite product: 


“Using the Blopens was fun.”—Michela 


\ Rating: *« +4 * * K 
Annelies [ age 10 


Favorite product: 
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ZONs! « SIRs 


by Laura Torres 
Girls all over America are makin: their own comics, 


and you can, too! Here’s advice froi: girl comic creators. 


Your comic strip can spring from your 
imagination, but some girls say their best 


comic strip ideas come from real life. 


yi Ask yourself “What if?” and draw or write 
down your answers. For example, what if a 
snake worked at a shoe store? 
Sale 


~ Keep a journal handy so you can write 
down funny things and make quick 
sketches when inspiration strikes. 


Who’s going to be in your comic? Real 
people, crime-solving squirrels, talking 
vegetables, or blobs from space could all work. 
If you plan to use real people, ask for their 
permission, Or if you're pretty sure Uncle Bob 
isn’t going to think jokes about his bald head 
are funny, do what sisters Kyra and Laura do 
in their comics—change a few details. 
“Sometimes my characters are based on 
people that | know, but they become my own,” 
says Kyra. 


There's nothing funny 
about premature 
hair loss, 


A popular type of comic character is the super- 


hero. If your character is a superhero, you'll 
need to figure out what her superpowers are. 


You'll also want to invent enemies and maybe a 


sidekick so she doesn’t have to talk to herself. 


If you want your comic characters to be 
completely made up, real life is still a good 
place to get ideas. First, make a list of people 
you know. Write down fun facts about them. 


Reople Low —-Animals/Things 
Mytriend Fr 


Marla tN 
SHE CAN fe 
HANG A Sfoory 
ory hey nase Ly ec 
Tootsie ; 


C] 
my BABY Cousin G) 2 BY xe 
= CAN EXCAPE ANY 0 ope 
CRIB oR RLAY PEN math 
Bite Ee 

wuTe \ 

Teacher -QU-*© A 
RiDES A Mofo RS YeLe 


Then you can think of animals or things, and 
match them up with the facts from your list of 
people. Instant characters! 


Whatever you come 
up with, make sure 
you can draw it! 


Breakfast Woman’s mission is to save 
people from junk food. Her enemies are giant jelly 
doughnuts, man-eating chocolate bars, and a scientist 
with a potato chip bag for a head named Dr. Evil Junk. 
| made up the sidekick, a fat dog named Bacon Bud 
who loves greasy food, to make it funny. 


DR. CLLL AUN 


CI 


Here’s a secret about comics—your 

drawing doesn’t have to be great as 

long as your story is. The story comes from 
how your character deals with a problem. 
Everyday life is full of little problems you can 
turn into funny comics. Outrageous situations 
can make good problems for comics, too. 


An itchy tag 
on the back 
of a T-shirt 


Being chased 
by aliens 


Having to open 
a door when 
your hands a 
are full 


Once you have your problem, it’s time to 

do the writing. Like any story, a comic hasa 
beginning, middle, and end. To practice plot, 
try athree-panel comic strip. 


Work on the Problem solved! 
problem. problem. 


Drawings are only half the 
comic. To have a good 
comic, you have to have 
a good story. 


Most comics are meant to tickle a 


funny bone, There are many ways to do this. 


If you find yourself laughing out*oud at your 
own comic, you've probably done a great job! 


Just do something YOU 

think is funny, not what 

you think everyone else 
might think is funny. 


Each girl puts her comic 

together a different way. ©) Use a caption to explain 
Emily and Brennyn the situation. 

think it’s easiest to draw 


the pictures, then add © Try using different sizes 
and shapes of boxes in 


the story. Hannah and yoni 


Kyra write the words, 
then add the pictures, 

© The way you draw a 
Laura does both at once. speech bubble can 


Whatever you deci le, tell how your character 
is feeling. 


here are some basic 
drawing tips. 
Sketch your comic in 
pencil. Then go over the 
lines in ink and erase 
the pencil lines. 


Here are a few of our comic creators’ best tips. What can you do with your comic when you're 
done? Make copies and give them to friends 


Always write the words first, then and family, put them on greeting cards, print 


draw the word bubble around them. them in a bulletin or in the school paper, or start 
If you draw the bubble first, you'll 


run out of room. ; : 
short. The hardest audience is you! 


Keep the story a scrapbook. Remember, your most important 


Write about things E : : 
that bother you. “I write my comics for myself,” says Laura. 


“T like them a lot.” You don’t need superpowers 
to enjoy that! 


part is fitting in 
all the words. 


\llustrations: Peter Reynolds 


JuLY/AUGUST 2003 31 


Cralt 


of each flower. 
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1 Use scissors to trim 2 Tape end of cord to 
off rounded edge of plate. work surface. String on 
Punch 5 flower shapes 11 beads. String cord up 
out of plate. Use round through center of flower. 
i. hole punch to make a Add a bead. 
by Paula Weed small hole in the center 


Bead Buds .. 


Plastic plates never looked so cool! Make a bracelet for 
your friend and keep one for yourself. 


3 Bring cord around 
bead and back through 
flower center. Continue 
to add more beads and 
flowers. Tie cord ends 
in a double knot when 
finished. Trim ends. 


Photos: Monica Skeisvoll, James H. Young Illustrations: Anne Keenan Higgins Styling: Liliana Felix, Judy Redder, Eddie Santos 


just use a 
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\llustrations: Cathi Mingus 


Contest 
Winner 


Last November, we 
invited you to write 

a short story with 
this line as the firat 
sentence: There it 
was—a diamond 
necklace on my seat, 
From the more than 
1,600 entries, we 
picked this winner! 


Earlier that summer morning—actually, it was 
around noon—my phone woke me up. I pulled 
the sheet off my head with a yawn and reached 
for the phone with my eyes still closed. 
“Hello?” My voice was groggy and uncertain. 
No one answered. The phone rang again, and I 


realized I was holding a Beanie Baby to my head. 


With a groan, I grabbed the real phone. “Hello?” 
“Hey, Delia!” I recognized that cheerful voice 
right off. 
“Mimi!” I yelled, suddenly awake. “Are you 
back from camp?” 


There it was—a diamond necklace 
on my seat. The July sun’s rays 
danced on the jewels. I turned and 
looked out over the swimming pool at my 
friend Mimi, who was battling with the soda 
machine that never really worked. I felt 
confused as I glanced back at the necklace. 
Life seemed so hard at that moment. 


But let me start at the beginning... 


“Have been since late last night. I was allowing 
you some beauty rest before I called.” 

I giggled, got out of bed, and opened the blinds. 
The light flooded in, showing how messy my room 
was. “So, when can I see you?” I asked. 

“As soon as you can hop into a bathing suit 
and get over to the pool!” she said. “And hurry— 
‘cause I have a surprise for you!” I could almost 
see my friend smiling. 

“O.K.! Tl hurry!” I cried. I hung up the phone 
and pulled my long hair into a ponytail, slipped 
into my swimming suit, and grabbedatowel. |" 
As I slid into some flip-flops, I heard my mother = 
call from the kitchen, “Don’t forget sunscreen!” 

I stopped, grabbed the bottle off the counter, 
and was out the door. 


I dashed madly down the narrow 
concrete stairs of my apartment complex 
but stopped short when I rounded 
the corner. I had almost run into 


our neighbor, Mrs. Mustard. 
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“Excuse me,” I stammered. The sweet elderly 


woman was leaning over some bushes as if she 
was searching for something. She turned to me 
with a distressed look on her face. 

“Hello, dear,” she said. “Have you seena 
diamond necklace?” 

I shook my head and said, “No.” 

Mrs. Mustard frowned deeply. “Mr. Mustard 
will be so upset. He gave me that necklace for 
our diamond anniversary. I should probably start 
taking some herbs for memory. I hear herbs can 
fix anything. What a mess I am!” As Mrs. Mustard 
spoke, the wind fluffed her white curls. 

I truly felt sorry about her missing necklace, but 
Mimi was waiting for me. I gave Mrs. Mustard a 
polite smile as I said, “I sure hope you find it. ’m 
meeting someone at the pool, so I really need to go.” 

“Oh,” Mrs. Mustard said. “Have a good time.” 

“Thank you! Good-bye!” With a quick wave, 

I scuttled away. 
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“Mimi!” I yelled when I saw 
her standing by the pool gate. 
I gave her a bear hug. 

“Good to see you!” she said. 

“How was camp?” | asked. 

“Camp.” Mimi covered her 
face and groaned, “How is camp 


ever? Parents think that we love it and that it 
makes us better people. All l got were a ton 
of skeeter bites and a few lanyard key chains. 
Not to mention a luxurious tomato bath—” 

“Oh, no! Did a skunk find you?” asked 
sympathetically. 

“Oh, that’s not the half of it!” Mimi cried. “The 
cook didn't have any regular tomato juice to help 
get rid of the smell, so I had to use spaghetti sauce. 
Can you imagine? I smelled like garlic, too!” Her 
eyes widened at the horrible memory. 

I couldn't help but laugh. I knew that Mimi was 
exaggerating. She liked to make things funny and 
tell wild stories. She was really good at it, too. 

“Ready for the surprise?” Mimi asked. Then she 
rummaged through her beach bag and pulled outa 


diamond necklace! 


It was so pretty! I smiled. “Wow! For me?” 

I asked. And then I remembered Mrs. Mustard’s 
plight. I had to force myself to ask, “Where did 
you find it?” 

“Um, I got it at my aunt’s costume store, My 
aunt picked me up from camp yesterday. On the 
way home, we stopped by her store. She had a 
bunch of stuff she couldn’t sell, so she gave it al! 
to me. I brought the necklace for you because 
you like elegant stuff.” 

“It looks so real,” I said. 

“Of course it does, silly! My aunt sells only the 
very finest fake stuff.” Mimi was laughing, “What's 
up with you, Delia? You look freaked out!” 

I smiled weakly and took the necklace. “I’m 
fine. Thanks.” 

“Well, let’s go swimming!” she said. 

“O.K.,” I said, holding the necklace, | felt 
horrible. Did Mimi really get the necklace from 
her aunt? I wasn’t so sure, but I wanted to believe 
Mimi more than anything. She never really lies— 
she just embellishes the truth a little, She must 
have found the necklace. Maybe I should tell her 
about Mrs. Mustard. 

“Mimi,” I started. 

Mimi turned with a smile. “Yeah?” 

I felt my stomach twist. “Never mind,” I 
said softly. 

“Are you thirsty?” Mimi asked. “Let’s go 
get some soda.” She fished some change out of 
her bag. 

“IT...uh...I need to put on some sunscreen,” 

I stammered. Actually, I just wanted to have some 
time to think. 

“O.K. It looks like I’m going to have to deal 
with the mighty soda machine by myself,” Mimi 
said, walking away. 

I smiled slightly. That soda machine Mad a mind 
of its own and gave you a soda only if it felt like it. 


. much, but I didn’t 


Creak. Scratch. Bang! 
The gate to the swimming pool swung open, 


hitting the fence, and a bunch of kids ran in. The 
gleeful din of people swimming seemed so far 
away as | looked at the necklace. I placed it ona 
pool chair and stared at it. I felt so confused. 

“T always try to do the right thing,” I whispered 
to myself as I watched Mimi kick the soda 
machine. “But what is the right thing here?” 

I really wanted to cry. 


I pulled out my 
bottle of sunscreen, 
squirted it on my 
leg, and began to 
rub it around. I 
was using way too 


care. Iwas much 
more concerned 
about the necklace. 
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Creak. Scratch. Bang! 

I looked up and saw Mrs. Mustard come 
through the gate. She began to hobble over to 
me. I felt like the word “GUILTY” was scrawled 
across my forehead in permanent red marker. 

The wheels in my brain began to spin double- 
time. Mrs. Mustard was only a few steps away. 
I’ve got to hide the necklace, I thought to myself. 
I plopped down in the chair, right on top of the 
necklace. I felt my face flush. 


“Hello again, Delia! Is—” Mrs. Mustard began. 


“It can’t be!” I interrupted loudly and then 
frowned. I was so rude! “Sorry, what were 
you saying?” 

Mrs. Mustard said, “I was just wondering if 
that sweet Mimi was back from camp yet.” 

I gave her a pained smile. And I really was in 
pain—that diamond necklace was poking me 


through my swimsuit. I glanced over at Mimi 


AMERICAN GIRL 


and saw her triumphantly cracking open a soda. 
“She’s over there,” I said, pointing. 

“Oh, yes. I see her,” Mrs. Mustard said. 

“Mrs. Mustard,” | said, standing up. I was ready 
to tell the truth, even if Mimi got in trouble for it. 
What was right was right. 


But before I could 
say another word, 
Mimi ran up and 
hugged Mrs. Mustard, 
exclaiming warmly, 
“Hi, Mrs. Mustard!” 

“Hello, dear. How 


are you?” Mrs. Mustard 


was smiling. ei 
“Wonderful, now that I’m home. How are you?” 
Mimi asked. 
“Oh, I’m fine. But my old memory isn’t what 


it used to be. Today, I thought that I had lost a 
rather expensive necklace,” she said. 

My face turned a deep red. 

Mrs. Mustard continued, “But it ended up 
that it was right where I left it—on the bathroom 
sink!” Both Mimi and Mrs. Mustard laughed. 

And then Mimi’s imagination began to run 
wild, as usual. 

“Wow!” she cried. “I am so glad you found it 
before someone knocked it off and‘it fell into the 
toilet! Can you imagine? And what if someone 
accidentally flushed and it stuck in the plumbing 
and water squirted everywhere and it flooded 
the whole apartment complex? And what if...” 

I sighed with relief as the news sank in. Mimi 
had told me the truth, Mrs. Mustard had found 
her necklace, and now I had a necklace of my own. 
I turned to pick it up off the chair, but it wasn’t 
there! And then I felt something swish against the 
back of my leg. The necklace had gotten hooked 
onto my swimsuit. 


<p 
First Runners-Vp 


Want more stories? For the first time ever, 


I quickly unhooked it and placed 
it around my neck, 

I smiled at Mimi, who was 
telling Mrs. Mustard about the you can read these first runner-up stories at 


americangirl.com! 


Onn Age 12, 4 Age 12-Mlassachusetts 


spaghetti sauce incident. This 
time I believed her—at least a 
little bit. 

It’s good to have such a quirky 
Friend, Ithought to myself, even 
if her stories are a bit far-fetched 


at times. I think that’s why I like 


Honorable Mentions go to. 
her so much. And I think that my new necklace is Wee 3 u 2 (SP ai x 
Age 11, Texas : 


pretty snazzy, too. x Age 14, Georgia Age 12, Indiana 


Next Story Combese/ 


It’s time for another story contest. 
Here are the rules: 


1 The story will be published in our next 
’ all-animal issue, so an animal or animals must 
be a big part of your story. You must also use 
this line somewhere in your story: “I tried not 
to laugh, but | couldn’t help myself.” 
/ Give your story a spring setting. All characters as 
/ in your story must be original creations. 7 


| 2 Include your first and last name, address, 
Meet the Author » phone number, and birth date. Your parent must 


GEA W ) sign your story, stating that you made it up. 


& 3 Your story shouldn’t be longer than six 
In this story, I made Mimi = handwritten pages or three typed pages. 


a lot like me. She’s quirky, . 4 mai your story to the address below by 
fey August 5, 2003. Winners will appear in the 


unpredictable, and very March /apinoaee 
arc pri Issue. 


imaginative. When I wrote 


this story, I tried to think | . 


about what it’s like for my friends and Ae now au 
2 OWN ce 


S400 Fairway Place 
Middleton, WI 53562 


family to live with me—and my stories! 
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Blender Breeze 


4 4 Cool off after a day at 1 large sliced banana, and 
: the pool. In a blender, 1 cup vanilla frozen yogurt. 
: combine 1 cup apple juice, Ask an adult to blend well. 


2 cups frozen strawberries, 
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Sweet-Tart Lemonade 


A classic drink with a fabu- 
lous twist. Prepare a pitcher 
of lemonade from frozen con- 
centrate. In a bowl, mash 
10 strawberries with a fork. 


Scoop mashed berries into 
the pitcher. Stir well. Pour 
into a glass and drink 
through a straw. 


-Build-a-Berry 


Hooray for parfaits! In a : 
glass, layer strawberry 
yogurt, granola, and sliced 
strawberries. Top with 
whipped cream. j 


e 


| Magnificent Malt 


Ne) Totally delicious! Put a 
handful of malted milk 
balls into a plastic sandwich 


{ bag. Wrap bag in a towel and 


crush candy with a rolling — 
pin. Set aside. Place % cup 
lowfat milk, 3 tablespoons 
malted milk powder, 2 cups 


i iy 


vanilla ice cream, and 
_ d cup strawberries into 


a blender. Ask an adult to 
blend well. Pour into glasses 
and sprinkle crushed candy 


on top. Serve with a spoon. 


Crush Slush 


Yy A sweet summer cooler. 
Wet rim of glass and 

dip into colored sugars. Put 

8 strawberries into a blender. 
Add 6 ice cubes and * cup 
lemon-lime soda. Ask an adult 
to blend into a slush. Pour 
into the glass and slurp! X 
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T he Aggle Can 


After Alexia got a bike for her birthday, the 
Giggle Gang rode to the bike sale to look at 
the racers. When it was time to go, Alexia 
couldn’t find her bike! She described her 


gi Bicycle Blves do 


bike to the gang: (“It has a purple seat, a yel- 
low stripe, a green bell, and fenders,”) but 
they still had problems. Circle Alexia’s bike 


so the gang can get home. 


All answers on page 44. 


A neigh-bor. Elizaloeth. {\. What are a germ’s least favorite TV shows? Soap operas. /“legahn \. Why is a dog so hot in the summer? 


Age 8, California 
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Age 13, Idaho 
f\\ 
| 


4 
Lotty Dotty ‘file 2! 
The Giggle Gang started a Secret Code Find ten sets of dots. A set has four dots in 2 
Club. To discover more about this member, a line—one dot of each color (in any order). 
you'll need a calculator. Type in each group Dots run vertically, horizontally, or diago- 
of numbers, then turn your calculator nally and may overlap. We found one for you! 


upside-down to read the word. 


4. Member’s name: 5538 BE 5 & £ 
2.. Hometown: 35108 9 g EF{OB 


| 


> 


>: Parents’ names: 7718 |. “  — = 


fi 


and 217 | 12 
} 
4 pest friends: 3778806. = te ¢ 
Oe 
ee a °@ 
ev] Ce S$ 
S Favorite candy: Jelly 5317738 > © ~ + 1° -— 


v) fy A 
6. Favorite accessory: Lip 55076 _—  _U> ~ 


fin 
——~ ay . \ a 
fQS Squirt lag > @: 
Slip into a swimsuit and squirt your way 


through summer with this get-wet game 
sent in by Sarah T., age 8, of California. 


Pde : 
‘/. Favorite show: 312217 = ss s+ __© maguire 


>. Dislikes: 5338 Be uc CU Vand 


tight 53045 > on VY \ -. f i 
and 


Q), Favorite sounds: The 3080(7 - Oa 


Age 11, Alabama 


461375.) 4 C -\ -| 257738 2 ae 


4 ©. Favorite summer activity: @ 
77345 (aa hunting 


411. Collects: Snow 538076 _ =. oF pe © © and 


736 ale _\- pens 


42.. Dog’s name: 407145 ry . poo ss 


15. Cat’s name: 31770. = 


¢ 
14. Favorite thing to do with pals: 


c 
4 


376616 4 |S} 4 Lt) 


lilustrations: Paul Meisel 


Why couldn’t the Dalmatian hide? It had already been spotted. Elaine M. What do you call twin boys who live in California? A son-set in the West. Sones L. 


It wears a coat and pants! Criatins oy How much does it cost a pirate to get his ears pierced? A buckaneer! elfey 
Age 13, Arkansas Age 11, Mississippi 
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” Fireworks Finale °<P3* 


Lots of girls took photos at the town’s fireworks finale. Look at the grid, and write down the 


letter and number of the area where each photo was taken. 


‘9ZO8ES ‘EUS ‘SPELL -sIleg ‘BELLS “Ysla1S 
GLET9L ‘8090 ‘O80E :se0ys ‘GroEes ‘seeq ‘sees 
‘91ZZI] ‘LTZTTE *SSOl9 ‘9Z0GG ‘sallleg ‘SEZLZTES 

‘OSO] ‘ZEGZTE ‘A19S!19D ‘OTSELLE 217 ‘2TZ “ila 
‘STLZ ‘eslog ‘SOTSE -sseg ‘8EGG :epo0d JO}LINI/eD 


Did you hear the one about Giggle Gang needing jokes and puzzles? So send them in! See the address on page 2. Be sure to include your birth date and signature. & 


Illustrations: Tracey Wood 


oe OO ee a LS — i —- -—- < - 
f( ~ , _ 1 Dh 
Here’s an American girl of yesterday. Read the clues 
about her and guess who she is now. 
Clue 1 
My least-favorite part of karate 
lessons was doing countless 
sit-ups and jumping jacks. But I got a big kick 
out of the day I earned my purple belt! 
Clue 2 
From my front porch in Atlanta, 
Georgia, I watched fireworks 
explode every Fourth of July. My whole family 
would step out in our pajamas to watch the 
summer sky sparkle. 
Here | am at age 12. 
'', Clue 3 
When I was seven, | needed to Clue 5 
get glasses. I was working on en Once, in California, the earth 
a TV show, so the writers had to rework the WC shook. The quake didn’t scare 
script so that the character I played needed me as much as everyone yelling, “It’s an 
glasses, too. earthquake!” I was only nine, but that’s one 
tz moving experience I'll never forget! 
, Clue4 
e an As agirl, | loved making my ‘Take a guess! 

» — ana eee ena look ond When this American girl grew up, she became: 
aa pian orotsaeoplying makeup gad going a karatalthidavion ae 
facials and manicures were my specialties. ; 

: 3 a makeup artist an actress 
It was like I had my own little spa! q 
= Turn the page and find out if you’re right! 
y 
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Ever since this Georgia 
girl became a Cosby 
kid, people can’t stop 
raving about Raven! 
When she was just 


three, Raven impressed 
star Bill Cosby so much 
that he added her to 
“The Cosby Show” cast. 
Playing Bill’s adorable granddaughter Olivia, 
Raven’s high-flying career was launched! 


Raven and Bill Cosby on 
the set of their show. 


As other TV and movie roles followed, 
Raven, now 17, grew up on-screen. And over 
the years, viewers sometimes saw Raven’s 
real and reel lives cross. “On ‘Hanging with 
Mr. Cooper, my eyesight was getting bad,” 


Photo credits on page 2. 


Raven remembers. “So when I got glasses, 
they had to make my character, Nicole, 
get glasses, too.” 
Today, Raven stays focused on her 
career. On TV’s “That’s So Raven,” 
she plays a lively teen who can 


You can write to Raven: 


c/o Disney Channel 
3800 West Alameda Ave. 
Burbank, CA 91505 


ts Haven: 


glimpse the future and then tries to change it, 
sometimes with disastrous results. “It’s a lot 
of fun acting as different characters and doing 
crazy things, like carrying a huge snake or 
wrestling,” she says. In her upcoming TV 
movie, Je Cheetah Girls, Raven’s character 


belongs to a 
singing group 
hoping to hit it 
big. In fact, 
Raven already 
has two CDs— 
the first was 


recorded when jf 
she was five! i with har newest TV family 
A fulfilling and successful career at a 

young age has taught Raven an important 
lesson. “I believe in myself, and I won’t give 
up on any of my dreams,” she says. And the 
talented teen loves her work. “I gét to make 
people laugh every day,” explains Raven, 


“and that feels wonderful!” x 


Raven’s advice to American girls: 


“Sometimes kids can bring you down. 


Think to yourself, ‘Is what they’re saying 
about me true?’ If it’s not, 


why listen to them?” 


eo) Raven's first dlog was a gift from Bil Coshy—a gant Schnavzer she named “Cleopatra Sweety.” 


Dear American Girl, 
Llove to play sports, but after 
each game, my mom tells me 
everything I did wrong. I’ve told 
her I don’tlike it, but it keeps 
happening. Can you help? 
Sports eroblems 
Right after a game, you're probably 
hot, tired, and—if you lost—a little 
grumpy. it’s not the best time for 
your mom to critique your game, 
because you won’t be able to really 
focus on what she’s saying. Ask 
Mom to pick a better time to give 
her input, like at practice or after 
you've had a chance to cool down 
and think about your game your 
self. You can even suggest that 
she write down her comments and 
give them to you to read later. No 
matter what, don't let it take away 
the fun you get from playing. 
* 
Dear American Girl, 
i I think I talk too much, and it 
feels like nobody listens. What 
i should I do? 
5 Says (Me 
4 If you're talking all the time, you're 
right—people will tune you out. The 
3 


next time you notice yourself being 


too talkative, think about what 


you're saying and why. Are you 
just making noise or thinking out 
loud? Are you a little nervous or 
trying to get attention? When you 
have something you really want 
to say, speak up, and people will 
listen. Otherwise, give someone 
else a chance to chat. 
x 

Dear American Gitl, 

Every time a friend comes over, 
we get along fora while and 
then we start arguing. Usually 
it’s because I give my opinion 
and my friends have different 
opinions. Should I just be quiet 
and not share what I think? 


Keep ro rayself ? 
x 


Youdon’t have to kowtow to your 


friends—go ahead and share your 


opinions. After all, friends don’t 
have to agree on everything. But 
friends who disagree don’t have 
to argue, either. Keep in mind 
that when two people disagree, 
it doesn’t always mean one of 
them is right and one is wrong. 
The next time it happens and you 
feel an argument about to start, 
smile and say, “Well, | guess we'll 
just have to agree to disagree!” 
+ 
Dear American Girl, 
My friend and I were at her 
house, playing in a big closet. 
And in the corner, partly hid 
by hanging clothes, was a gun 
| didn’t know what to do, and 
I haven’t told anyone yet. 
Scared in New York | pez ‘ 
You’ve heard it before, but it needs “ot 
repeating: never touch a gun. Ever. 
This is one of those times that it 
isn’t tattling to tell your parents 
what happened. They absolutely 
need to know. Your parents will 
probably let your friend’s parents 
know about it so they can store 
the gun in a better place. That 
way, you'll be safe playing at your 


friend’s house—and so will she. 
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MORE HELP! 


Dear American Girl, ‘ 
I'm scared of Harry Potter! I 
stopped reading the third book 
because it was too frightening. 
I'm embarrassed because my 
friends are going to read the 
new book, but I’m too scared. 
L need help! 
The Harry Potter books are funny, 
exciting—and scary. If it’s been a 
few years since you’ve read Harry 
Potter, it might not scare you as 
much now that you’re older. Give 
the books another chance if you 
ally want to, but listen to your 
pi on this. You don’t have to read 
em just because your friends do. 
i) x 


‘ar American Girl, 


use ERnow her better. How 

do I shake that feeling? 
Feeling Sok 

Your ae are natural, so don’t 
feel bad. Ask your mom to help 
you brainstorm fun ways to stay 
in touch with your dad when he’s 
away. Can you call, IM, or e-mail 


eachother at a certain time each 
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day? Pick a book you'll both read, 
and talk about it after you finish 


each chapter. Find a fun quiz and 
compare your answers to your 
dad’s. Plan a special day together 
when he’s home again. You'll get 
to know your dad better, and he’|| 
know more about you, too, 

x 
Dear, American Girl, 
A friend of mine was ina car 
accident and is in the hospital. 


_ I want to visit him, but I wouldn’t 
_know what to say or do. 


Prusktoatd 


Don’t let awkwardness keep you 
away. Plan to visit your friend for 
half an hour or less, so you don’t 
tire him out. Just walk in and say, 
“Hi! How are you?” Ask him if — 
there’s anything you can do for 
him. Talk about the accident Ihe 


feels like it, but if not, you don’t 
need to bring it up. Let your friend 
know what you’ve been doing, 
too. He may seem like his usual 
self and be really happy to see 
you. But he may be especially 
quiet or shy if he’s not feeling 


well, so don’t take it personally. 


No matter what, you can leave 
feeling good, knowing that you 
Stuck by your friend when he 


needed you most. 


x 


Advice from You 


“If my mom and | get i in an 
argument, and ns want to get 


_ past it and let it 80, we Say, 


‘Do you want to start over?’ 
The other pefSon almost 
always Says yes. It’s a really 


cool way of making up.” 


dower, 8, 


- Age 10, California 


Need advice? Got advice? Write: 
Help! 


-AmericanGirl 


8400 Fairway Place 
Middleton, WI 53562 
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